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Preface 
 

Agriculture is a major contributor to Pakistan’s economy with the 

livestock sector contributing up to 55% of the country’s gross 

domestic product (GDP), and the Fishery Sector contributing close 

to 1%. The Fishery sector in Pakistan has not grown as rapidly as 

others in the last several years; however, given theincreased need 

for protein in the country, both the public and private sectors are 

committed to its development. 

The American Soybean Association (ASA) has extensive 

experience in Pakistan working with stakeholders inthe poultry, 

livestock, dairy and food industries. ASA’s efforts have been 

focused on knowledge dissemination and technology transfer 

through a variety of educational activities. Previous publications by 

the ASA in Pakistan include:“Manual of Feed Microscopy and 

Quality Control”, “Handbook on Poultry Diseases”, and the 

“Handbook of Poultry Nutrition”. 

The “Aquaculture Handbook – Fish Farming and Nutrition in 

Pakistan” was produced in conjunction with local Pakistani authors 

by the American Soybean Association’s World Initiative for Soy in 

Human Health (ASA/WISHH). The handbook was produced as part 

of the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA)-funded “FEEDing 

Pakistan” project developed to improve capacity, productivity and 

quality in the Pakistani aquaculture sector through the active 

participation of public and private stakeholders. The project 

demonstrated improvements in fish growth and survival through the 

use of soy-based, floating fish feed produced in Pakistan with U.S. 

soybean meal. Feed produced with high quality soy protein not only 

supports growth and healthy development of fish but also reduces 

costs and supports healthy environment initiatives.  

This handbook covers all facets of aquaculture from the initial 

construction of fish farms through farm management, feeding, fish 
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disease, marketing, processing and the economics of tilapia 

production. 

ASA/WISHH presents this book to stakeholders in the Pakistani 

Aquaculture Sector to serve asa source of continuous guidance as 

the sector develops.We hope that the Aquaculture Handbook will 

serve as a tool to improve the incomes of Pakistanifish 

farmersandfood security in Pakistan. 

 

Jim Hershey 

Executive Director 

ASA/WISHH 

St. Louis, MO, USA 
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